
Editor, 
 
As President of the Southern New Jersey Development Council, a non-profit economic development lobbying 
organization representing the southern eight counties, I would like to discuss an issue that has recently come 
back to life after a meeting last week with North Jersey legislators and the Assembly Regulatory Oversight and 
Gaming Committee.  The new operator at the Meadowlands Racetrack is making an appeal to the legislature to 
allow video lottery terminals (vlts or, more simply, slot machines) because he feels that the racetrack cannot be 
sustained without them.  We would like to echo the words of Assemblyman John Amodeo of Atlantic County, “If 
the racetracks can’t survive on their own, they deserve to die—that’s how capitalism works.” And although it 
appears to be off the table at the moment, legalizing slot machines at the Meadowlands Racetrack continues to 
have strong support from many in the Statehouse.  Fortunately, Governor Christie and New Jersey Senate 
President Sweeney are not one of them, and, the Southern New Jersey Development Council stands firmly 
against even the notion of gaming being permitted anywhere outside of Atlantic City. 
 
In recent years, Atlantic City has seen a renaissance with private investment flowing into the city at a rapid pace.  
The mega-casino Revel has finally opened its doors to the public; the Borgata recently completed a $200 million 
500,000 square foot expansion; Harrah’s Atlantic City spent $458 million on an expansion project; and many 
other Atlantic City casinos have plans to make improvements including the recent announcement of the famous 
Margaritaville coming to Resorts Casino.  Investment in the casino industry is in full-force and I find no reason 
for the State to enact measures that may prevent future investment in Atlantic City.  Pushing business away 
from New Jersey’s main tourist attraction and permitting video lottery terminals in racetracks in New Jersey will 
do just this. 
 
Those who wish to invest in Atlantic City must be able to forecast the business climate in future years.  If the 
State continues to change that climate on a yearly basis, investment will go elsewhere along with the positive 
impact that the casino industry has had on the entire State of New Jersey.  We simply cannot expect businesses 
to invest in Atlantic City without being able to somewhat accurately predict the climate in which their investments 
will compete. 
 
When analyzing this industry it is important to understand the multiplier effect that takes place as a result of its 
success. This industry continues to strengthen the economy of Atlantic City through its vibrant and revitalized 
urban areas. Local restaurants and ancillary businesses continue to grow and unique shopping outlets in the 
heart of the City are flourishing.  The Casino Reinvestment Development Authority, through its 1¼% re-
investment tax of casinos’ gross revenue, has financed worthwhile projects across the entire State.  In South 
Jersey alone, we have seen projects in every county reaping the benefits of gaming exclusive to Atlantic City. 
The St. Peter's Community Center in Atlantic County and its recent renovation has been a beneficiary of the tax. 
In Cumberland County, the Vineland YMCA has also seen the benefits of a prosperous Atlantic City.  Cape May 
County favorite, the Cape May County Zoo has received funds from the CRDA’s reinvestment tax, and in the 
more northern portions of South Jersey, the CRDA has provided funds for the Camden River Shark Stadium 
project and the Monastery Assisted Living housing in Bordentown. In addition, tens of millions of dollars from the 
casino revenue fund went to other senior medical services and disability services, via the PADD program 
(Pharmaceutical Assistance to the Aged and Disabled).  The list goes on, and the message is clear – Atlantic 
City’s premier industry, the gaming industry, is a driving force of our economy. 
 
I realize that difficult choices have to be made as we navigate through a shaky economic recovery.  I also 
understand the value that the casino industry has in South Jersey—bringing everything from construction work 
to service work, and providing billions of dollars over the years of investment in both economic and 
transportation infrastructure.  Allowing gaming in other parts of the state, just as neighboring states open their 
doors to gaming, is condemning current and future progress this industry has brought to not only South Jersey, 
but all of New Jersey. 
 
I could not have said it better than President Sweeney, “It’s not time to give up on Atlantic City.  It’s the time to 
build.” 
 
Marlene Z. Asselta 
President, SNJDC 


