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June 5, 2006 
 
Sent to all Legislatures from Districts One (1) through Ten (10), plus District Thirty (30) 
 

 
On behalf of more than 300 members of the public and private sector of the Southern New Jersey 

Development Council, I am writing to oppose bill S-477/1320, “Responsible Employer Act”. Our members consist 
of medium to large-scale companies and represent a large portion of the revenue developing companies found in our 
region. Southern New Jersey’s explosion into the fiercely competitive business world relies heavily on the survival 
and expansion of those businesses. This bill would have a deleterious effect on existing businesses and those who 
are considering relocation to our state. 

 
S-477/1320 attempts to provide equity for health care benefits to those under-insured or uninsured. As you 

are aware, employers are finding it more difficult to survive in the business world due to the rising costs of our 
health care system.  This legislation is unquestionably harmful to all businesses in the state of New Jersey, but 
especially so for South Jersey for two specific reasons; first, an “employee,” as described in this legislation, is one 
who works full, part-time, or temporarily (construed to include seasonal employees) – a provision that would have a 
fundamental negative impact on the tourism, gaming, and entertainment community; and second, this legislation will 
impact employers with 1,000 employees or more and by definition will identify that business as a “large” employer.  
The legislation should consider the number of employers in South Jersey that fall into that category is a precious few 
– we do not want to lose them.   

 
Every one sees the need for health care reform; however, under this proposed plan, we would be hurting 

business more than helping it, and although we applaud the effort you are making to address this issue, we do not 
follow in your same path. Instead, we join the many other business organizations when we say we are opposed to the 
S-477/1320 and the ill effects it would have on our business community. We need to find a way to promote business 
and recruit new companies to increase our job market and produce more revenue with primary attention to the health 
care crisis. The proposed bill falls short of this goal and, if anything, it would have the reverse effect. 

 
 In closing, the Southern New Jersey Development Council and its membership respectfully reserve the 

right to oppose S-477/1320 and offer our assistance in working with you to provide alternative solutions to this 
overwhelming and all-important issue. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Marlene Z. Asselta 
President, SNJDC 
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